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• patients and communities 

• health facility staff 
• decision-makers
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• provide data for overall analysis of trends
• permit stratification and planning of resource allocation.

In high transmission settings:1

• identify infections early to prevent onward transmission
• determine the most likely location of infection
• identify, investigate and eliminate foci of continuing transmission

Where malaria is being eliminated:2

• identify imported cases early to prevent local cases
• identify outbreaks quickly to prevent re-establishment.

Preventing re-establishment:3
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Strategies
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Management for surveillance
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Processes
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! the specific case detection method to be used (passive detection, active 

case detection)
! the speed at which data needs to flow through the system (immediate vs 

routine)
! the rapidity of response required (immediate investigation of cases or 

clusters of cases vs analysis of data on a regular basis with subsequent 
adjustments to a control programme)
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! performance of the system
! cost of the system
! sustainability of the system
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! Case detection

o reporting
o investigation and confirmation
o analysis and interpretation
o action

! Response actions / control
! Feedback
! Policy development 
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